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My name is Susan Schibi and I'm here in Delphos, Kansas~ visitfng

.

with Ina Soderblom.

.

She taught at Sand Hill School, District 47,

Ottawa County, Kansas, from 1937 to 1941.
Susan:
Ina:

Ina, how much schooling did you have before you started to teach?
I had 8 years of elementary schooling and 4 years of secondary.

I

took a County examination to get a county certificate, so I did
not need any college education for my first certificate .
Susan:

Could you describe a typical school day, and include before and
after school hours?

Ina:

Our school day for the youngsters was from 9 to 4, but the teacher
was required to come to school at 8 o'clock so that she could get
everything ready for school.

In the wintertime, it entailed getting

the furnace started and the heating system going, and, of course, we
had to get the water in and get all of our school materials ready
to go.
When school took up at 9 o'clock, we had, I don't remember exactly
which subjects came first and which came last, but we taught reading,
writing, spelling, English, social studies, writing and art.*
We also had a music teacher who came to several of the different
rural schools, and she came once a week for about an hour, I think
it was.
In the middle of the morning, like at 10:15, we had recess for 15
minutes.

We let out at noon for our lunch.

Each youngster brought

their own lunch in a lunch bucket.

We didn't have a lunch progrnm,

except what we brought ourselves.

We had an hour off for noontime.

After we ate lunch, we had a play period, and then we took up school
again at 1 o'clock.

At 2:15, we had another afternoon recess.

took up again at 2:30 and were dismissed at 4 o'clock.

We

Then the

teacher, which I was at that time, had to sweep the floor and do all
of the clean-up chores for the day before I went home.
*When Ina and I listened to the tape, we realized she hadn't mentioned
arithmetic, but she did teach arithmetic, also.
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What text books were used at Sand Hill and how were they .chosen?

Ina:

The text books at that time were chosen by the State and we were
using the ones that were required by us.

The students bought their

own books, and lots of times they'd buy second-hand books and the
next year, they could sell them on to someone else.
Susan:
Ina:
Susan:
Ina:

What was the length of your school year?
The length of the school year at that time was 8 months.
When did you start and when did you finish?
We always started the day after Labor Day in September and then
we were out sometime in the middle, or third week of April.

Susan:

Were there any special programs or special observances that your
school did?

Ina:

Yes, we always had programs.

We had a Halloween program, a

Christmas program, sometimes a Valentine's Day program, and always
a Last Day of School program, when we had all of the district come
in with a pot luck dinner and different activities in the afternoon.
The people would play ball and the women would visit.
The first year I taught school, I noticed in my records, that the
District had a surprise birthday party for me in January.
Susan:
Ina:

Did Sand Hill School have a graduation exercise?
The school did not have a graduation exercise.

Those pupils who

graduated from the rural schools at that time had a graduation
exercise at Minneapolis, at the County seat .
Susan:
Ina:

What was the usual age for a child to begin school?
Usually, they started at age 6, but there weren't any laws at that
-t ime, and I know of some students who started when they were 5.

Susan:
Ina:

How old was the child before he left school?
8 and 6

he would be about 14.
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Ina:
Susan:

In this time period, did they then go on to a high schoo+?
Yes, most of them went to high school.
What was the greatest distance traveled by the students, and what
was the mode of transportation?

Ina:

Most students lived within a 2-mile area.

•
and a half was the farthest.

I think maybe a mile

Most of them walked to school.

If

the weather was inclement, or such, they probably were brought by
car.
Susan:
Ina:

Do you know how many students went to your school?
The first year, I had 6 pupils, but I had as many as 10 before I
quit teaching there after 4 years.

Susan:
Ina:

What grade levels did you teach?

I was required to teach 1st to 8th grade.

Some years, I didn't

have pupils in every grade.
Susan:

What was the average number of years that a student did spend in
school?

Ina:
Susan:

8 years.
Were there any requirements on how many years they were required to
go?

Ina:

I think they had to finish 8th grade, or become age 16, before they
could quit.

Susan:
Ina:
Susan:

Was Sand Hill a public school?
Yes it was.
Could you describe the type of heating, lighting and toilet
facilities that were available?
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Our schoolhouse had a basement in which there was a furn~ce, s~ we
heated with the furnace.

The lighting was with gas lamps the first

couple of years that I was there, but before I quit teaching, the
REA had come in so electricity was added to the schoolhouse.

The

toilets were outdoor toilets.
Susan:
Ina:

How did the school get its water?
We had a cistern at the site of the school building .

Susan:

You mentioned earlier having to bring in the water for drinking?

Ina:

Yes, it had to be carried into the schoolhouse because we had to
pump it out of the cistern outside.

Susan:
Ina:

Could you describe the interior of the school?
There was one large room and then there was a hallway on the east
side of the big room, as wide as the room was, and on each end of
the hall was a cloak room, one for girls and one for boys.

In

the inter-mediate hallway, we had the water fountain and washing
facilities and such.

Also, before I quit teaching there, they had built an inside
stairway down to the basement.

The first year I taught, we had to

go outside to go down to the basement, but they built in a corner
stairway to the basement.
Susan:
Ina:
Susan:
Ina:

Who was in charge of the upkeep of the building?
The School Board Members.
Do you know what happened to the schoolhouse?
Yes, it is still in use.

It was moved to a farmstead about a

half mile south of where it was built and remodeled into a farm
home and, as I said, it is still in use.
Susan:

Was the schoolhouse used for community activities as well as for
education?

r
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Yes . I remember as a child, because I lived in this same, distri~t,
going to Sunday School at the schoolhouse.

We also had box suppers

and various programs that I mentioned before.

It was sort of a

community social center.
Susan:
Ina:

Was there a School Board for your school?
Yes, and it consisted of three members.

The School Board for the

first year that I taught was Ted Hollis, Joe Hurtig and Ben Srna.
Susan:
Ina:

Who hired and fired the school teachers?
The School Board was in charge of that, and if any of the parents
had any input, I think the Board would listen to them, but it was
the Board themselves who did the hiring and firing.

Susan:

Were there any activities that took place between your school and
other district schools?

Ina:

Yes.

We used to have track meets and sometimes we would have

musical programs, which we would exchange.
Susan:
Ina:

Why did the school close?
The State came up with a consolidation law and so the schools were
closed.

Susan:
Ina:
Susan:
Ina:

Do you remember what your salary was when you first started teaching?
Yes.

I received $50. 00 a month.

What was your salary the last year you taught at Sand Hill?
I taught at Sand Hill for 4 years.

The last year I received $75.00

a month.
Susan:
Ina:

How was your salary determined?
The Board decided how much they could pay.
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Ina:

Did any of the teachers have a voice in salary decisions,?
' .

Yes, to a certain extent.

I guess we could refuse the salary that

they offered, and ask for more, then come to some kind of a mutual
agreement.
Susan:
Ina:

How did you get your pay check?
The Treasurer of the Board paid me at the end of each month, by
check.

Susan:

Is there anything else, Ina, that you can think of that we haven't
mentioned about your schoolhouse days?

Ina:

One thing I remember, we had blackboards in the school building,
which I didn't mention when we talked about the interior, but we
had a blackboard on the whole front side of the building and part
of the right-hand side.
desks that 2 or 3

We had individual desks .

We also had

people could sit at, at the same time.

didn't have that much enrollment when I was there.

We

We had a nice

library, which was in a bookcase and we had a sand table for the
kindergarten.
I can't think of anything else right now.
Susan:

o. K. Thank you very much.

